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THE CASE OF THE BURGLED
BUNDLE
BY MICHAEL HUTCHINSON  

The stars of Michael Hutchinson’s series “The Mighty Muskrats” are four cousins from the Windy Lake First Nation. 
When a memory bundle at the center of a four-day long ceremony is taken, these mystery-solving cousins set out to 
catch those responsible and help protect Windy Lake’s reputation!   
 

Q: Why are the qualities each Muskrat brings to the group, (e.g. Atim is described as fast and physical, Chickadee and 
Sam are intellectual/emotional and Otter is knowledgeable about Cree culture, bushcraft and tracking), signi�cant? What 
part could each play in solving the mystery?

Activity: Michael uses this series to teach young Canadians about the history of First Nation’s people. We learn about 
treaties signed between Indigenous nations and Canada. In particular, this story illustrates the importance of ceremony 
within the Cree culture and highlights the signi�cance of memory bundles. A bundle contains several items (each with a 
story) that an elder would then unpack and share. Research the history of the Cree nation and consider why these 
ceremonies promote unity within a nation. 

Re�ection: Discuss why it’s important for elders to pass history and knowledge down through the generations. Using 
your research, what aspects of Cree culture would be important to make the connection between the head and the heart 
that Michael describes? And what would the impact of losing a memory bundle be on a community? 
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Bonus Activity:  Michael is a citizen of the Misipawistik Cree Nation in the Treaty 5 territory. It is shown on the
map that is included in this package.   He mentioned being inspired to create stories to share experiences and
situations that re�ect those of young people in First Nations. What are some reasons it’s important to recognize
yourself in the books you read? In today’s culture, how can material like this help First Nations and settlers build a
better Canada?  

Michael Hutchinson is a member of the Misipawistik Cree Nation, north of Winnipeg. He is the 
author of the Mighty Muskrats Mystery series for young readers. He has spent much of his 
career telling the stories of Indigenous peoples and advocating for First Nation families and 
communities across Canada.
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© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, represented by the Minister of Indigenous and 
Northern Affairs, 2017. This Publication is also available in French under the title:Régions 
visées par des traités et emplacement des Premières Nations au Manitoba. This map is for 
informational purposes only. Markers and boundaries indicated are approximate and may be 
subject to revision.
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