
Telling Tales believes that fostering literacy and a love of reading can 
change young people’s lives. Reading opens new worlds, enabling 
children to imagine a future of hopeful possibilities. 

Literacy is a critical determinant of health and wellbeing.

By raising awareness of the importance of literacy in our communities we 
are helping to create the next generation of leaders. Every time we light 
the spark that inspires a greater love of reading in a child, we are one step 
closer to fulfilling our mission.

For more than a decade, Telling Tales has promoted children’s literacy by 
connecting Canadian storytellers, authors and illustrators with their young 
audiences at our live outdoor festival. In addition to producing the 
signature festival, we facilitate multiple author visits to local schools and 
community organizations, year-round.  

Telling Tales acted by transforming  our 12th annual festival and 
year-round programming into a series of virtual presentations and 
engagements. We connected families to the work of nearly 50 Canadian 
children’s authors, illustrators and visual artists through live-streamed 
chats, pre-recorded reading workshops and interactive literacy 
activities—now available on demand through our website. 

The shift to this virtual format improved access for families who in the past 
would not have been able to attend the live event. 

Telling Tales is committed to keeping kids engaged in reading year-round. 
We have partnered with The City of Hamilton’s network of EarlyON Child 
and Family Centres, both school boards and Hamilton Public Library for a 
series of SEVENTEEN, interactive, live-streamed author visits – taking 
place between January-June 2021.

These author visits are central to our programming as they inspire an 
interest in reading in even the most reluctant participants.  

Who Are We?

How We Responded to COVID  

“Our mission is to 
deliver outstanding 
literary programming 
for children and youth 
that raises awareness 
of the importance of 
literacy in our 
communities.”

“Our vision is to 
inspire a love of 
reading and improve 
literacy in children 
and youth.”
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These distanced presentations have proved effective.  Our partners affirm that, even when their 
operations return to normal, they plan to continue Telling Tales’ author visits as virtual presentations. 
We therefore anticipate increased demand from schools and service providers for virtual 
programming beginning in September of 2021 and for the entirety of 2022. 

The barrier to realizing this plan is operational funding.  

Our program partners- the public-school boards, The City of Hamilton and Hamilton Public Library 
have lent considerable support for these pilot initiatives through their commitment to hosting 
live-streamed presentations on their digital platforms. 

However, funding for author fees is in short supply, and even with it, falls far short of the staff time 
that is required to deliver these new program streams. 

We are therefore requesting support for these key elements of our full program: 

•   March 2021-April 2022- Telling Tales Virtual Festival- For technical support producing 30 
    recorded digital presentations featuring our 2021 line-up of acclaimed Canadian authors & 
    illustrators. Focus on video editing, author fees, website updates and staff coordination. These 
    presentations will be available to families at home, on demand, from September 2021 onward.

• March 2021-June 2022- Live-Streamed Author/Illustrator/Storyteller Visits – For presenter fees, 
  participant activity/creativity materials, staff coordination and outreach for 30 live-streamed author 
  visits in partnership with HWDSB, HWCDSB, HPL, EarlyON Child and Family Centres of Hamilton. 
  This initiative will reach over 2000 local kids in a school year. 

While we long for a return to our live festival, Telling Tales remains committed to our digital 
programming. With your support, we can now serve more local families than ever.   

The New Need

Developing & Launching the new line up and 2021-22 Telling Tales Season on May 18th

Re-Imagining School and Community Presentations

Telling Tales Case for Support-2021-22

“The adaptation of a Virtual School Festival, proved to be an outstanding format to reach 
an even greater and more diverse audience. For the HWCDSB this allowed students to 
engage in the Telling Tales Spirit, whether they were in a physical school setting or 
at-home virtual learning.

  — John Madalena, Equal Opportunities Consultant HWCDSB —
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